
SRSD Newsletter 

Feb 15, 2013 

Volume 2, Issue 10 

Contents 

Virtus Training            1 

Who’s that Baby          1 

Yearbook Orders          1 

Field Trip                    2 

Deaf Culture               2 

Lions of the Week       3 

Catholic School Week  3 

Silent Auction            4 

Tech Corner               4 

Family Game Night     5 

Book Fair                   6 

Spring Plant Sale        6 

ASL Deaf Camp           6 

9th Grade News           7 

K-2 Literacy               7 

PTO News                  8 

Summer Festival        8 

Greenhouse News      9 

Prom 2013                 9 

Golf Marathon           9 

Virtus Instructions    10 

 

 

 

If you would like to order a yearbook please send an envelope with 

cash or check for $20.00 payable to St. Rita School for the Deaf.  Make 

sure the envelope is directed  to Ted Jewell.  You can drop the 

envelope off at the front desk for the receptionist  to put  in my mailbox 

or have your child or child’s homeroom  teacher give it to me.   

 

Taking Yearbook Orders Now – By Ted Jewell 

For the past two years parents, students and staff at St Rita have been collecting plastic lids from various plastic containers (milk jugs, bottled water, coffee creamer, juice drinks, marker caps, medicine lids, coffee lids, and so on).  Last year the Senior class designed and made a sculpture that is displayed outside of the Loft Building.  It is made of copper pipe, plexiglass, and various plastic caps.  It was presented to the school as a gift from the senior class.  At the beginning of this school year, the Greenhouse dept was asked by the Cafeteria staff to design a mural to be displayed in the cafeteria that would represent our passion to recycle.  The high school students, under the direction of the Greenhouse staff, designed a beautiful wall mural that is now proudly displayed in the cafeteria for all to see and enjoy.  This past Christmas, all of the students that have Greenhouse class made Christmas ornaments using the collected bottle caps.  That was a LOT of caps, but we had PLENTY to fulfill the project.  The ornaments turned out beautifully, and were made of recycled plastic caps and recycled Christmas Cards.  We are still collecting the caps (the smaller the better) and plan to make more use of them in the future. 

   

Remember February 28th is the last day to place a yearbook order. 

 

WHO’S THAT BABY?  - by Louise Burns 

LOFT through 12th Grade and Staff: 
Send in a cute baby picture of your child and we 
will display it in our first floor bulletin board.  
Make sure you include the child’s name on the 
back of the picture so it can be returned to you 
later.    Staff:  Remember to send in your pictures 
too.  We may do a guessing game with those. 

“Here’s Looking at You, Kid!”  

President’s Day – Monday, February 18 

Upcoming Virtus Training 

The next Virtus training will be held at St. Rita on February 19th at 6:30 

p.m. in the USA on the first floor.  An interpreter will be provided.  All 

parents who plan on volunteering in the school or attending field trips 

must attend the initial 3 hour training on child protection.  Please email 

Angie if you are interested in registering for the 

class.   afrith@srsdeaf.org 

For those who have completed your Virtus training please make sure 

you keep up to date with the monthly readings.  Effective March 2013, 

if you are 3 or more readings behind, you will not be able to volunteer 

for the school until you have gone through the initial 3 hour training 

again.   
 

mailto:afrith@srsdeaf.org
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On Thursday, February 21st, grades 9-12 are going to the Center for 
Holocaust and Humanity Education.  The 9th grade World History 
students just wrapped up a unit about World War II.  Our student 
teacher, Dru Roney, will be doing an instructional unit on the 
Holocaust.  Several students in our literature classes are reading 
books related to the Holocaust and World War II, as well.  On the 
trip, students will be presented information about the Holocaust 
through videos and personal artifacts, and speak with a Holocaust 
survivor.  We are all very excited about this trip! 
 

Field Trip! By Natalie Marsh 

Deaf Culture – by Louise Burns  (taken from 

www.pepnet.org) 
Comparison of Values: 
The most dominant cultural pattern in the US is individualism.  Most Americans have 
been raised to consider themselves as separate individuals who are exclusively 
responsible for their own lives.  Common phrases that reflect this cultural pattern are 
"Do your own thing," "Look out for number one," and "I did it my way."  For example, 
when Americans introduce themselves, they feel it is important to include their name 
and occupation, which serve to emphasize their uniqueness.  Closely associated with 
individualism is the importance Americans place on privacy.  Americans have 
"personal space" and "personal thoughts."  They find it odd if a person does not value 
"being alone." 
 
In contrast, one of the most dominant cultural pattern in the Deaf culture 
is collectivism.  Deaf people consider themselves members of a group that 
includes all Deaf people.  They perceive themselves as a close-knit and interconnected 
group.  Deaf people greatly enjoy being in the company of other Deaf people and 
actively seek ways to do this.  When Deaf people first meet, the initial goal is to find 
out where the person is from and to identify the Deaf friends they both have in 
common.  
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February 11-15 Lions of the Week 

Jadella  Mitchem, 3rd grade Joanna Blair, 4th grade 

Zachary Swafford, 11th grade Natalie Marsh, Teacher 

                                      Catholic Schools Week 
A huge thank you to Eileen Chambers and Beth O’Leary for organizing the Catholic 
Schools Week celebration for the entire school.  Everyone (staff and students 
included) enjoyed the events throughout the week.  The week opened with a prayer 
service that included a slideshow of many of the faces around the school.  Tuesday 
we celebrated our teachers and staff with thank you cards and delicious snacks 
donated by the parents.  Wednesday we celebrated the students who enjoyed a 
breakfast of doughnuts and fruit.  Thursday students and staff were entertained by 
juggler Tom Sparough. To end the week, students and staff enjoyed a dance party 
sponsored by the PTO.  



  

Help for Families of Children Who Are Deaf-Blind  

The National Family Association for Deaf-Blind (NFADB) is the largest nonprofit national 

organization of families of individuals who are deaf-blind. NFADB would like to help you get 

information out to families. Please like them on Facebook and use their Wall to inform families 

of activities that you have going on in your state or nationally.  Also know that the DCMP has 

many resources for these families and teacher use, including Helen Keller resources. 

Especially don’t miss this short YouTube clip containing actual footage of Anne 

Sullivan describing the process by which Helen learned to speak. 
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Tech Corner – by Annette Cosgrove 

Recently, a fellow Speech Language Therapist  told me about the 
Bitsboard App.  It was developed by Grasshopper Apps which had 
created one of my personal favorite apps for therapy, so I quickly 
gave it a try.  Bitsboard is similar to the first 1000 words app that I 
used last year in therapy but it has so many more capabilities!  It 
offers free access to shared flash cards and 6 different mini games 
(photo touch, reader, match up, word builder, spelling practice and 
flashcards.)  You can customize word list to include basic vocabulary, 
classroom themed vocabulary or download premade materials for 
telling Time, Sight Words, ABC, etc.  The best thing is that all of the 
content on Bitsboard is 100% FREE.  You can share your customized 
boards with others by signing into Facebook and uploading your 
boards.  You can download boards made by others too.  There will 
also be more additions coming soon to this free app to include: Pop 
Quiz, True or False, Learn to Write/Spelling Test, Bingo, Memory 
Cards and Genius.  I highly recommend this app for helping to build 
language skills, word recognition, and spelling skills. 

                                             Baskets or Items for Silent Auction 

If you come across some baskets or new items while spring cleaning in your 

house, please think of the St. Rita silent auction.  We can always use baskets to 

display the items. The new items can be used in the auction. Any donation is tax 
deductible. 

http://dcmp.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f29a35c7b34f89334cbd07f91&id=13d64432c9&e=6cd75bff1c
http://dcmp.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f29a35c7b34f89334cbd07f91&id=13d64432c9&e=6cd75bff1c
http://dcmp.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f29a35c7b34f89334cbd07f91&id=13d64432c9&e=6cd75bff1c
http://dcmp.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f29a35c7b34f89334cbd07f91&id=50f17e180b&e=6cd75bff1c
http://dcmp.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=f29a35c7b34f89334cbd07f91&id=fb4ffa3a91&e=6cd75bff1c
http://dcmp.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f29a35c7b34f89334cbd07f91&id=dad758d92f&e=6cd75bff1c
http://dcmp.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f29a35c7b34f89334cbd07f91&id=dad758d92f&e=6cd75bff1c
http://dcmp.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=f29a35c7b34f89334cbd07f91&id=dad758d92f&e=6cd75bff1c
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The First Family Game Night for the students and staff of St. Rita was a great success.  The 
majority of our games were led by students who participate in student council in 
conjunction with wonderful volunteers.  The night would not have been possible without 
the help of the PTO.  Many of our dedicated parents and teachers baked goodies for our 
cake walk and/or volunteered to help run activities.  I would also like to thank the 
maintenance staff that set up the bingo game.  To recap, the night's activities included ASL 
tap games, ASL storytelling, bingo, cake walk, wii games, foosball, ping pong, air hockey, 
face painting, Pictionary and UNO.  It was exciting to see families interacting together in 
such a positive way.  Student council is considering having another Family Game night in 
May to include the entire school as long as we have enough volunteers to run games.  If you 
are interested in helping with a school wide event, please email acosgrove@srsdeaf.org so I 
can add you to my volunteer list. Pictures and a video from this event can be viewed 
at: https://docs.google.com/folder/d/0B0cV-qsqRHMMb2FsaElfdTJ0Qkk/edit?usp=sharing 

 

  Family Game Night- By Annette Cosgrove 
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Book Fair – by Laura Edwards 

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming soon.   It will be held  the 

week of March 11, 2013.  The theme of the fair is Story 

Laboratory.  It will be a barrel of fun!  We would love to have your 

help with the book fair.  In order to volunteer at the book fair, 

background checks and the Virtus initial training must be 

completed.  If you have any questions about the background 

checks and training please contact Angie Frith 

at afrith@srsdeaf.org    If you have already completed  the steps 

to volunteer, please contact Laura Edwards 

at ledwards@srsdeaf.org  to schedule a time to volunteer at the 

book fair.   
 
 

  

 ASL Deaf Camp 
June 24th – 28th 

Mark your calendars! 

The Greenhouse will be holding its first Spring 
Plant Sale this coming Spring!  Stay tuned for 
more details to follow! 

Spring Plant Sale 
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The 9th graders in pre-algebra developed surveys. 
They were to decide on a population and display 
their data using three different graphs. Great job! 
 
 

9th Grade Pre-Algebra by Sara Hackney 

The K-2 Literacy groups have worked hard throughout the month of January. The students learned 
about winter, Arctic animals, Penguins and snow! During one of our Friday Home Ec classes the 
students read aloud the story, "Sadie and the Snowman" and made melted snowman cookies to 
eat. They were delicious!  

K-2 Literacy – by Natalie East 
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Hats Off to Our PTO! By Richard Miller 

• St Rita’s PTO group has done amazing things this year!  The group consists of parents and 
staff, Deaf and hearing, and represents all ages of students as well as various 
communication needs.  PTO has been actively involved in this year’s annual SRSD Fund 
Raiser as well as the annual Christmas Program.  They developed our “Penny War” that 
raised over $1000.00 for the Lexington School for the Deaf in New York.  St Rita’s PTO also 
was involved in the recent Catholic Education Week by hosting a school-wide dance for the 
students and staff.    Our recent Family Game Night was a great success largely due to the 
fact that PTO donated baked goods and donated their time to help out at the event.  This 
most recent February meeting included our first guest speaker, Thomas Knestrict, from 
Xavier University, who spoke of the upcoming “Remarkable Families Symposium 2013” to 
be held on March 1 at XU’s Cintas Center.  As a direct result of our PTO, St Rita will now be 
represented at the symposium giving our school an opportunity to shine and inform the 
public of the many services we offer.  The group is not finished yet!  There are more plans 
on the horizon.  If you are not currently a member of the St Rita PTO, it is not too late.  
Come join us as we continue to serve and bless the school and the students it serves.  Our 
next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, March 5, at 7 pm.  Hope to see you there! 

 

St. Rita School for the Deaf Summer Festival 

The festival is quickly approaching so mark your calendars now for July 

12, 13, and 14th.  We are always looking for volunteers to help run or 

work in booths.  Grand raffle tickets will be going on sale soon and we 

will need your help with the selling.  More details to come in the 

upcoming newsletters.   If you know of a business who would like to 

sponsor an event or donate an item please contact Julie O’Meara 

jomeara@srsdeaf.org or Greg Ernst Jr. gernstjr@srsdeaf.org  
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“Under the Sea” in Greenhouse by Richard Miller 

• The theme for this year’s Greenhouse Classes is “Under the Sea.”  Students of all age 
groups have spent class time learning about plants and animals that call the ocean their 
home.  Prior to Christmas, students made nature artworks of fish or seahorses using 
various nuts, seed pods, dried flowers and grasses.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Students in grades 6-12 will be working on a research project to be presented to their 
class.  All of the projects will be related to the “Under the Sea” theme, and specific topics 
will be selected by the students. The project involves researching books, the internet, and 
television shows related to their topic. The three to five minute presentation will include a 
visual “prop” (like a poster, graph, or 3-D model), and notecards with information related 
to the topic that will be used to “cue” the students as they relate the information to their 
classmates.  Presentations will be videotaped and students will receive a grade based on 
the length of their presentation, their visuals, their knowledge of the topic, and their 
presentation itself.  Having the students practice their presentations with their families 
would be a great way to help prepare them for their in-class projects!  

 

Golf Marathon 

If you are a golfer or if you need some serious practice, St. Rita’s Golf 

Marathon is a good fit for you!  This year’s Golf Marathon takes place on May 

13th at Glenview Golf Course. There are full and half day rounds available.  It is 

a marathon of golfing which means it is different from your typical golf 

outing.  We can take 36 golfers.  If you are interested please contact Greg 

Ernst Jr. at gernstjr@srsdeaf.org 

 

                         

Purple Paradise Prom 2013 

St Rita High School Prom will take place on Saturday, April 13 
from 7 to 10 pm at Queen City Riverboats.  Cost for the tickets 
will be $25 per person or $45 per couple.  Don’t miss this event 
that is sure to be a memorable evening! 
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The safety and education of the students at St. Rita School for the Deaf are the staff and teachers’ 
top priorities.   
 
Just a reminder that if you plan on volunteering or participating in field trips or other school 
activities, parents must have a background check and go through a Virtus  training to do so. 
 
For those parents who have completed their background check and initial 3 hour Virtus  training, 
please make sure you are up to date with your monthly readings online.  Effective March 1, 2013 
any person who falls behind and does not read three or more monthly bulletins in a row will be 
required to attend another full Virtus  Child Awareness Session before you can further participate 
or volunteer with children at St. Rita School for the Deaf.   
 
Background checks can be completed at any of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati locations listed on 
this link   http://www.catholiccincinnati.org/protecting-children/permanent-fingerprinting-sites/ 
There is a charge for the fingerprints and the cost is the responsibility of the parent.  If you plan on 
volunteering at another parish or school in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, please make sure you list 
those names as well when you are fingerprinted so you do not have to do it again. 
 
To attend a Virtus  training, please go to www.virtusonline.org and follow the steps below. You do 
not need to take the training at St. Rita School for the Deaf however please inform the school so 
we know to look for your results.   Please follow the steps below to register for the session: 
1.       Go to www.virtusonline.org 
2.       Click on registration 
3.       Click begin registration process 
4.       Select Cincinnati, OH 
5.       Create an User Id 
6.       Create a password 
7.       Fill out the info boxes 
8.       Select Primary Location: St. Rita School for the Deaf 
9.       Answer question “Do you work or volunteer at another school or parish?” 
10.   If “no” move onto next step, if “yes” pick another site. 
11.   Mark the box of employee or educator.  You are an educator if you have a certification from 
the Ohio Department of Education including teachers and aides.  Please read the boxes carefully. 
Employees would include office staff and support staff. 
12.   Type in your title 
13.   Answer the questions 
14.   Download the decree 
15.   Click you agree 
16.   Pick your session.  You can pick a session that convenient for you.  It does not have to be at St. 
Rita School for the Deaf.  
 
 
If you have any questions please contact Angie Frith at afrith@srsdeaf.org or 513/771-7600  

Parent Volunteer Update – by Angie Frith 
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